XX1V. APPENDIX.

to their more potent litigious adversaries, rather than suffer
the loss of timc, fatigue and expense of a long journey, and
a longer and more tedious attendance. And for as much as
the multitude of cases varying in their several circumstances
will not admit of any general rule to be prescribed, whercby
the court and jury may adjudge of and determine the matter
in controversy ; therefore this present general assembly
dohumbly pray it may be enacted, And e it enacted by the
right honourable the lord proprietary, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of his lordship’s governor, and the upper and
lower houses of assembly, and the authority of the same,
That nin¢ persons in each respective county of this province,
who are the best skilled in the art of surveying, and best ac-
qudinted with the nature and design of ancient surveys, and
of the best reputation in the county, (none of them being sur-
veyors of the county,) such as the governor and council, for
the time being shall think proper, shall be commissoned and
impowered under the greatseal used in this province, by the
governor for the time being, which commissioncrs by virtue
of such commission, and the authority of this act, are re-
quired to take the oaths appointed by law, and subscribe the
oath of abjuration and test, before any persons qualified to
administer the same, as likewise the following cath: « I, A.
¢ B. do swear, that [ will justly and truly execute the powers
¢ and authorities in this act contained, according to the best
“of my knowledge, without favour or affection to any of
“ the parties concerned.  So help me God.” And to meet
at their several and respective court-houses the second day of
egvery county court, to receive the petitions, (which must be
i writing) of all persons that shall have occasion to make
application to them, for the ascertaining the bounds of any-
land lying within such county ; provided, that the party com-
plaining or petitioning twenty days before preferring such
petition, shall have given due notice to all persons that are
any way interested or concerned inthe bounds of such land,
Ly setting up notes at the court house door, and parish church
where the land lies, certifying the time when such puty de-
signs to make application to the commissioners, at which time
dnd place all persons concerned in the dispute fbout the
bounds of such land, both complainants and defendants are
required to mect, and in the presence of the commissioners
then present to make choice of any number of the aforesaid
commissioners, not being less than three, to determine the
matter in controversy and dispute between them concerning
such bounds of their land, such choice to be noted and cer-
tified on the back of such petition by the commissioners then
present, which number of commissidners being mutually cho-
sen by the parties contending, and certified as aforesaid, shall



